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soon as a company was equipped it was sent into the
field, and its place at the depot taken by another
party of officers and men. What the Corps learnt, in
the first days of its existence, of transport technique
or of the treatment of camels it acquired in the
hardest of all schools, by experience. Unfortunately
the British soldier was slower to learn. He never
succeeded entirely in ridding his mind of the strange
obsession that a camel possessed the endurance of
a motor-car. When the Corps was taken off convoy
duty and ordered to act as first-line transport, the
company formation would be broken up and the
camels distributed among the troops. Then, despite
the protests of the transport officers, the troops
would pile over-regulation loads upon the patient
beasts, and urge the drivers to keep pace with the
marching column.1 The casualty bill on these occa-
sions was heavy. The Corps officers had good reason
to watch the daily return of camels reported unfit for
duty, since many weeks might elapse before the
losses were replaced. Egypt in fact was soon drained
of fresh supplies. Owners would not sell, and military
authority hesitated at this early period to dispossess
them forcibly of their animals. The purchasing
commissions, therefore, had to go far afield to find
camels. New ground was explored in the Sudan,
Somaliland, Algeria, and even in India. And not
1 Notwithstanding these disabilities the animal casualties of the
Corps in the first months of its existence were less than might have
been expected. From January to May 1916, 350 deaths were reported,
and 1,900 sent to the side lines for treatment: figures which contrast
strikingly (though the conditions were not entirely analogous) with
the reported casualty returns of the Turkish Expeditionary Force or
of the Sudan Desert Column of 1884-5. The latter column had
started its march to Khartoum with 7,000 camels. In less than
three months only 1,200 were reported to be fit for duty, 4,000 of
the balance had died, strayed, or were lost to the column from other
causes.
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